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 In accordance with the relevant statistics, illegal electric fences are still very 
common and have caused many safety accidents in rural areas in China, particularly 
in remote mountain areas.  In recent years, there were many incidents which 
jeopardized or harmed personal life, health or safety.  It has been a focus of debate 
and concern in the criminal jurisprudence and judicial community as to whether the 
person who is responsible for the safety accidents should be punished under the crime 
of endangerment of public safety by dangerous methods.  Based on the two actual 
cases in the judicial practice where fatalities were caused by illegal electric fences and 
the author’s understanding of the current criminal law, this thesis will discuss the 
relevant contents of the current criminal law related to the crime of “endangerment of 
public safety by dangerous methods" such as setting up illegal electric fences, as well 
as the conflicts between different criminal jurisprudent theories, and present the 
author’s proposal on this issue. 
This thesis consists of three parts: 
Part 1 will discuss the basic information about the crime of “endangerment of 
public safety by setting up illegal electric fences as a dangerous method" from three 
aspects.  Firstly, it will introduce the current status of the existence of illegal electric 
fences in China, and the different opinions in the judicial practice as to whether it 
constitutes a crime depending on the damaging result in different circumstances.  
Secondly, it will discuss the features of the crime of “endangerment of public safety 
by setting up illegal electric fences as a dangerous method" and the dispute over the 
name of this crime.  Thirdly, it will give a brief analysis on whether the crime of 
“endangerment of public safety by setting up illegal electric fences as a dangerous 
method" may be inconsistent with the principle of "nulla poena sine lege". 
Part 2 will discuss the constituent elements and defining criteria of the crime of 
“endangerment of public safety by setting up illegal electric fences as a dangerous 
method".  It will first elaborate on the constituent elements of the crime, then the 
defining criteria.  
Part 3 will deal with the practical issues related to the crime of “endangerment of 
public safety by setting up illegal electric fences as a dangerous method".  It will first 















fences is a crime, then compare and analyze the difference between this crime and 
other similar crimes, and finally summarize the different forms of this crime. 
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